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T

he Outdoor Writers Guild was
founded in 1980 by a small group of
writers, most of whom were closely
involved in writing about outdoor
equipment and clothing. Within five years it
had expanded hugely, taking in writers who
concentrated on the experience rather than
the gear, along with a growing number of
photographers.
In an attempt to reflect this diversity,
the Guild changed its name in 2006 to

Outdoor Writers and Photographers Guild.
Even this fails to do justice to the breadth
of members’ skills and we also adopted the
informal strapline ‘Words and Pictures from
the Outdoors’.
Today’s membership includes writers,
journalists, photographers, illustrators,
broadcasters, film-makers, artists,
publishers and editors, but all with the
common bond of a passionate interest in
the outdoors.

If you’re a writer,
photographer, or are
involved in the outdoor trade
or of a relevant profession you
could join the Outdoor Writers and
Photographers Guild.
To apply for membership please
send a CV and samples of your work
by email to Ronald Turnbull, OWPG’s
membership secretary, care of:
memsec@owpg.org.uk. Please don’t
hesitate to contact Ronald if
you’d like further information
about joining OWPG.
Where OWPG members have been recently

www.owpg.org.uk

JAMES FORREST

Peak performance

\

F

ollowing his record-breaking,
headline-grabbing climb of 446
mountains in six months in 2017,
James has been... sleeping.
Not really. After some well-deserved
relaxation, he has headed back into the
mountains to write features and walking
routes for a variety of magazines as well
as The Guardian and Sunday Telegraph.
James will spend the first half of 2018
writing a book about his 446-mountain
adventure and then (hopefully) take on
another epic challenge. More details
to follow via @jamesmforrest on
Twitter and @jamesmichaelforrest on
Instagram.

Contact James...

telephone 07950 395699
email jamesmichaelforrest@gmail.com

Roly, Bill and BBC Breakfast producer Claire Rogerson at Edale

M

urmurations and
ancient monuments
have been occupying
the thoughts of Guild
vice president Roly Smith
over the past few weeks. They
were the subjects of major
feature articles by Roly in
BBC Countyfile magazine.
The murmurations are the
spectacular gatherings
of starlings seen at dusk
at various sites around
Britain in winter; and the
ancient monuments were
hillforts – those enigmatic

earthworks which encircle
so many of the summits of
our British hills, and which
have fascinated Roly for many
years. Still on the subject of
archaeology, the latest edition
of ACID (Archaeology and
Conservation in Derbyshire)
which Roly edits was
published this month, and
as a result of Roly’s recentlyreprinted book, Clarion Call, a
new exhibition of the life and
work of GHB Ward is being
planned for the Weston Park
Museum in Sheffield.

Main A murmuration of starlings Inset Mam Tor hillfort, Peak District

ROLY SMITH

Monuments and murmurations

Contact Roly...

telephone 01629 812034
email roly.smith@btconnect.com

F
KEITH FERGUS

Great Scottish Journeys

or outdoor writer and
photographer Keith Fergus
the final weeks of 2017 were
spent promoting his book,
Great Scottish Journeys which has
been published by Black & White
Publishing, in conjunction with
the Scots Magazine. The book
contains nearly 300 of Keith’s
superb images and details twelve
journeys through Scotland,
including Arran, Skye, the West
Highland Way and the Crinan
Canal. If any editors would like a
feature on Great Scottish Journeys
please get in touch with Keith.
2018 is setting itself up to be
equally busy as Keith heads north

to climb a number of mountains
as he completes a photographic
book on the Munros. A number
of trips to Skye are also planned
for two walking guidebooks on the
island for Northern Eye Books.
Away from the high tops and
Keith continues to write and
provide images for a number of
national magazines on a regular
basis, focusing on Scotland’s
landscape, history, culture,
language and people. He is
available for commissions while
his photographic library contains
over 3000 superb quality images
of Scotland and these are all
available for licence.

Contact Keith...

telephone 07564 288190
email scottishhorizons@sky.com
website www.scottishhorizons.co.uk
twitter @outdoorfergie
facebook scottishhorizons

S
SUE VICCARS

Two Moors are better than one!

ue Viccars is updating her Cicerone guide to
The Two Moors Way – Devon’s Coast to Coast
117-mile walk, including a low-level alternative
to the largely unsigned southern Dartmoor
section. Information Officer for the Two Moors Way
Association, Sue is also reviving the popular passportand-stamp system along the route. This ties in neatly
with her work editing Dartmoor Magazine (which she
owns, with her brother) and manuscripts for a variety
of publishers (specialising in the outdoors), and
writing walks for Dartmoor and Exmoor magazines,
and Crimson’s Pathfinder and Short Walks series. For
words and pictures from southwest England contact
Sue using the details below.

Contact Sue...
Image On the Cheriton Ridge, Exmoor, heading south

telephone 01647 441174
email sue@sueviccars.com
websites www.dartmoormagazine.co.uk
www.twomoorsway.org

ROGER BUTLER

Coast to coast…
on one wheel

R

oger has recently been busy
preparing a series of winter
walking routes on behalf of
Berghaus and Viewranger,
and continues to write for a range of
outdoor and heritage publications.
Features arranged for 2018 include
walks which help to discover lost canals
and little-known industrial archaeology.
But it’s not all about two feet - or
even two wheels. An article coming out
soon will describe unicycle adventures
in the Hebrides and, later in the year,
Roger (as usual, staying firmly on a
traditional bike!) will be following and
photographing a unicycle ride along the
Coast to Coast route from Whitehaven
to Newcastle. This will offer a new
way of looking at this popular trail
and enquiries for related articles and
pictures are welcome.

Contact Roger...

telephone 01926 641301
mobile 07766 038934
email roger522@btinternet.com

Image Mountain unicycling in the Lake District

PETER NALDRETT

A year in the life of the Peaks

P

eter Naldrett has just finished writing
another guide for Countryside Books.
This one is about the Peak District
National Park and is part of their Year
Round Walks series that provides five lovely
strolls for each of the four seasons. His
walks take you through beautiful woodland
during autumn, along low-lying ground in
the winter, up onto the hills in summer and
by stunning bluebells in the spring. The book
is out in March and features all corners of
the Peaks.

Contact Peter...

email peter.naldrett@talk21.com
website www.peter-naldrett.co.uk
twitter @peternaldrett
By the light of the midnight sun

Our Sponsors
Are you looking for a professional
and experienced outdoor writer or
photographer?
Visit the OWPG’s website today!

www.owpg.org.uk

The Outdoor Writers & Photographers Guild is proud to be associated with:

Cicerone

Conway

Aquapac

www.bloomsbury.com/uk/non-fiction/travel-and-adventure

Specialist publisher of walking, trekking,
mountaineering and cycling guidebooks.
www.cicerone.co.uk
Manufacturer of 100% waterproof cases,
bags and pouches.
www.aquapac.net

Viewranger

ViewRanger is the complete offline mapping,
navigation & guided trail service for Outdoor
Enthusiasts. ViewRanger offers exciting
opportunities for writers interested in
self-publishing or promoting their work to
outdoor enthusiasts worldwide.
www.viewranger.com

Pathfinder Guides

Crimson Publishing Britain’s best-loved
walking guides — Long-established, our highquality walking guides offer in total more
than 14,500 miles and circa 6,000 hours of
walking in 94 UK titles.
www.crimsonpublishing.co.uk

An imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing,
publishes books that open up the world
through tales of contemporary and historical
exploration and adventure.

Cordee

Has a unique and world-renowned catalogue
of books and maps used by the recreation
and book trade throughout the UK and the
world.
www.cordee.co.uk

Patagonia

Manufacturer of clothes for nonmotorised sports such as climbing, skiing,
snowboarding, surfing, fly fishing, paddling,
trail running. Donates time, services and at
least 1% of sales to hundreds of grassroots
environmental groups worldwide.
www.patagonia.com

The OWPG also has a Facebook
page. Catch up on the latest news
at www.bit.ly/OWPGfacebook
Should your company or organisation wish to sponsor or be associated with the
Outdoor Writers & Photographers Guild please email the OWPG’s Secretary, John
Gillham using secretary@owpg.org.uk or telephone 01254 773097

www.owpg.org.uk

MIKE APPLETON

Derbyshire gems

M

ike Appleton is now putting
the final touches to his
latest project 50 Gems of
Derbyshire.
The book, due to be published in
May 2018, takes in all areas of this
unique landscape, both rural and
urban, above and below the surface.
And ‘below’ has been the main
crux of his work to date, with a four
hour trip through Peak Cavern, as

well as interviews with the director
of Treak Cliff Cavern and Alan
Walker at Poole’s Cavern which is
pictured here.
2017 was a busy year for Mike
with rugby league star Danny
Sculthorpe’s autobiography also
being published whilst 2018 will see
him return to focus squarely on the
outdoor world.

Contact Mike...

telephone 07957 623970
email mike@mascarandymedia.com
website www.mascarandymedia.com
twitter @mascarandy

TONY HOWARD

The Jordan Trail

S

ince 1984, Tony Howard and
Di Taylor have written four
guidebooks to climbs and treks
throughout Jordan, describing
the forested hills, challenging
canyons, rugged mountains and
colourful deserts of this uniquely
varied and beautiful country, with
its many famous Reserves, World
Heritage and antiquity sites. In the
1990s they started putting together
a 650km country-length Jordan Trail,
and with the help of others it was
completed in 2016.

Last spring Tony and Di joined
the First Official Thru-Walk. It is
hoped the trail will not only benefit
Jordan’s adventure tourism but will
also directly aid the economy across
the poorer parts of the country. This
year’s fully supported Thru-Walk
starts in Um Qais 2 March, finishing
in Aqaba 14 April. Join for the whole
trek or a day or more anywhere along
the trail.
See www.jordantrail.org for more
information and for Tony’s story, see
www.bit.ly/tonyhoward-jordantrail.

Contact Tony...

website www.nomadstravel.co.uk

Image Dana village and valley on the Jordan Trail to Petra

KIERON GRIBBON

Highpointeering

M

uch of Kieron Gribbon’s
time these days is spent
developing the High Point
Ireland websites and
growing the Irish Highpointeering
community. Things have come a
long way since the website was
Highly Commended in OWPG’s
2016 awards.
One of the most significant
areas of development has been
in High Point Ireland’s range
of ground-breaking challenges,
leagues and awards competitions.
These include Highpointeer of the
Year, the all-Ireland Counties and
Provinces Leagues, the 10,000m
Challenge multi-charity fundraiser,
and an expanding family of high
point lists (now 17 lists).

For all these initiatives, High
Point Ireland has teamed up with
Peakhunter, the world’s No.1 peak
and high point ‘bagging’ platform
- www.peakhunter.com. Using the
Peakhunter app, Highpointeers
can log their visits to locations
which feature on the Gribbon list of
Ireland’s major geographical high
points. If a Highpointeer completes
the Gribbon list or any of its sublists, they will earn a digital badge
for their Peakhunter profile page. A
“Visit 25 in 2018” Highpointeering
challenge is also hosted exclusively
within the Peakhunter platform.
Kieron has also developed a
dedicated News Hub for Ireland’s
Highpointeering community which
he plans to develop fully in 2018.

Contact Kieron...

email kieron@donardmedia.com
information hub www.highpointireland.com
news hub www.highpointireland.wordpress.com
twitter @hipointireland
facebook highpointireland

STEVE DAVISON

Destination South-West

S

teve Davison is currently
revising some of his walking
guides whilst also writing
monthly walks for regional
magazines.
After 30-odd years living between
the Chilterns and the North Wessex
Downs, Steve has relocated to the
South-West of England, and is
looking forward to exploring the
counties of Somerset, Dorset, Devon
and Cornwall, including Exmoor and
Dartmoor, over the coming years.
Trips last year included the
Pembrokeshire coast, the picturesque

Isles of Scilly and exploring some of
the islands off the coast of Croatia,
especially Hvar; trips organised for
2018 include Florence.
Steve was also very pleased to
receive a High Commended award
from the OWPG for his guidebook
Walking the Kennet and Avon Canal
Enquiries about the Kennet and
Avon Canal, the North Wessex Downs,
the Chilterns, New Forest National
Park, the Ridgeway and the Great
Stones Way, along with South-west
England and any of the trips are
always welcome.

Contact Steve...

email skdavison@talk21.com
website www.steve-davison.co.uk

Image The Cobb, Lyme Regis, Dorset

RONALD TURNBULL

Southern Upland Way rises again

T

he OWPG’s membership
secretary Ronald Turnbull has
been spending the Autumn
revisiting the Southern Upland
Way (which runs past his own home),
revising and rewriting its guidebook in
advance of a relaunch of the route this
coming summer. As well as the new
guidebook from Cicerone Press
(www.cicerone.co.uk), it’s getting a new
Harvey (www.harveymaps.co.uk) strip
map, a new intereactive website and a
whole new high-level section across the
Ettrick Hills. It’s time to take another
look at Scotland’s toughest, longest
and loneliest waymarked way.

Contact Ronald...

email ronald@ronaldturnbull.co.uk
website www.ronaldturnbull.co.uk

Image Southern Upland Way crossing the Glenkens, Dumfries & Galloway

Image Dunyvaig Castle near Lagavulin

DAVID TAYLOR

Whisky galore

P

hotographer David Taylor has
recently returned from Islay with a
memory-card full of photos of this
enchanting Scottish island. Editors
interested in words or photos about Islay,
or David’s native Northumberland, should
contact him using the details below.

Contact David...

telephone 01434 607637
email david@davidtaylorphotography.co.uk
website www.davidtaylorphotography.co.uk

