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T

he Outdoor Writers Guild was founded
in 1980 by a small group of writers,
most of whom were closely involved
in writing about outdoor equipment
and clothing. Within five years it had
expanded hugely, taking in writers who
concentrated on the experience rather than
the gear, along with a growing number of
photographers.
In an attempt to reflect this diversity,
the Guild changed its name in 2006 to

Outdoor Writers and Photographers Guild.
Even this fails to do justice to the breadth
of members’ skills and we also adopted the
informal strapline ‘Words and Pictures from
the Outdoors’.
Today’s membership includes writers,
journalists, photographers, illustrators,
broadcasters, film-makers, artists,
publishers and editors, but all with the
common bond of a passionate interest in
the outdoors.

If you’re a writer,
photographer, or are
involved in the outdoor trade
or of a relevant profession you
could join the Outdoor Writers and
Photographers Guild.
To apply for membership please
send a CV and samples of your work
by email to Ronald Turnbull, OWPG’s
membership secretary, care of:
memsec@owpg.org.uk. Please don’t
hesitate to contact Ronald if
you’d like further information
about joining OWPG.
Where OWPG members have been recently

www.owpg.org.uk

Paddy Dillon

Christmas was Cancelled!
P
addy Dillon’s Christmas
was cancelled as he went
to the Mediterranean
islands of Malta and Gozo to
update his guidebook, now in
its third edition. In fact, several
of Paddy’s guidebooks have
been reprinted or refreshed
as new editions over the past
year, including his immensely
popular South West Coast
Path, Glyndwr’s Way, Madeira,

La Palma, Lanzarote and
Fuerteventura. For 2019, new
editions of the North York
Moors and Greenland’s Arctic
Circle Trail are due, as well as
brand-new guidebooks covering
all nine islands in the Azores
archipelago and the GR131 trail,
which crosses all seven of the
Canary Islands. Paddy will also
be starting work on the Wicklow
Way in Ireland.

Contact Paddy...
Image The headland of Il-Karraba on Malta

telephone 01229 586902
email info@paddydillon.co.uk
website www.paddydillon.co.uk

James Forrest

Bagging Irish Peaks

I

n 2018 James climbed every
mountain in Ireland in just
eight weeks – the fastest
ever time. He walked over
1,000km in his mission to
stand atop all 273 600m high
mountains across Ireland and
Northern Ireland. He ascended
the height of Everest every
week for eight weeks in a
row, completing the peak-

bagging challenge solo and
unsupported in 56 days.The
expedition is also believed to
be the first continuous ‘single
round’ of the mountains of
Ireland. James hopes to write
a book about his Ireland
adventure, as a sequel to his
upcoming debut Mountain
Man (to be published by
Bloomsbury in May 2019)

Contact James...
Image Waking up above the clouds on Knockowen

telephone 07950 395699
email jamesmichaelforrest@gmail.com
twitter @jamesmforrest
instagram @jamesmichaelforrest
Roly, Bill and BBC Breakfast producer Claire Rogerson at Edale

STEVE DAVISON

Coastal wanders
S

teve Davison is currently
undertaking a full
update of his Cicerone
guidebook – Walking in the
New Forest – which will be
published in a few months
time. Another of his updated
guidebooks – Walking in the
Chilterns – was published by
Cicerone last autumn.
Following his move to the
South-West, Steve is now
spending more time
exploring the counties
of Dorset, Somerset,
Devon and Cornwall,
including Exmoor

Contact Steve...
Image Looking east from West Down near Budleigh Salterton on the South West Coast Path

and Dartmoor and several
areas of outstanding natural
beauty.
Trips in 2018 included
Florence (Italy) and the
Basque region of Spain,
especially Bilbao and San
Sebastian; planned trips for
2019 include Orkney and
Bergerac in France.
Enquiries about South-west
England as well as the Kennet
and Avon Canal, New Forest
National Park, the Ridgeway
and Great Stones Way, along
with any of the trips are
always welcome.

email steve@steve-davison.co.uk
website www.steve-davison.co.uk

Roly Smith Roly meets the stars
G
uild vice-president ROLY
SMITH has had his editing
hat on recently, producing
his 11th annual ACID (Archaeology
& Conservation in Derbyshire)
magazine for Derbyshire County
Council and the Peak District
National Park, including an exclusive
interview by Roly with TV historian
Dan Snow. And he’s already got BBC
Coast archaeologist Neil Oliver in
the bag for next year’s edition and
has just lined up another interview
for a future edition with the popular

TV anthropologist, Alice Roberts,
who recently conducted the Royal
Institution’s Christmas Lectures
Roly had also edited A Village
Life: Hartington 1933-55 for former
colleague Richard Gregory of the
Hartington Local History Group,
which was launched at Hartington
Village Hall on January 15, and he is
also busy planning the 2019 Spirit
of Kinder event, which will be held
in The Winnats Pass at Castleton on
Saturday, April 27.

Contact Roly...
Image Winnats Pass

telephone 01629 812034
email roly.smith@btconnect.com

Our Sponsors
Are you looking for a professional
and experienced outdoor writer or
photographer?
Visit the OWPG’s website today!

www.owpg.org.uk

The Outdoor Writers & Photographers Guild is proud to be associated with:

Cicerone

Conway

Aquapac

www.bloomsbury.com/uk/non-fiction/travel-and-adventure

Specialist publisher of walking, trekking,
mountaineering and cycling guidebooks.
www.cicerone.co.uk
Manufacturer of 100% waterproof cases,
bags and pouches.
www.aquapac.net

Viewranger

ViewRanger is the complete offline mapping,
navigation & guided trail service for Outdoor
Enthusiasts. ViewRanger offers exciting
opportunities for writers interested in
self-publishing or promoting their work to
outdoor enthusiasts worldwide.
www.viewranger.com

Pathfinder Guides

Crimson Publishing Britain’s best-loved
walking guides — Long-established, our highquality walking guides offer in total more
than 14,500 miles and circa 6,000 hours of
walking in 94 UK titles.
www.crimsonpublishing.co.uk

An imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing,
publishes books that open up the world
through tales of contemporary and historical
exploration and adventure.

Cordee

Has a unique and world-renowned catalogue
of books and maps used by the recreation
and book trade throughout the UK and the
world.
www.cordee.co.uk

Patagonia

Manufacturer of clothes for nonmotorised sports such as climbing, skiing,
snowboarding, surfing, fly fishing, paddling,
trail running. Donates time, services and at
least 1% of sales to hundreds of grassroots
environmental groups worldwide.
www.patagonia.com

The OWPG also has a Facebook
page. Catch up on the latest news
at www.bit.ly/OWPGfacebook
Should your company or organisation wish to sponsor or be associated with the
Outdoor Writers & Photographers Guild please email the OWPG’s Secretary, John
Gillham using secretary@owpg.org.uk or telephone 01254 773097

www.owpg.org.uk

Terry Marsh

A Touch of Magic
I
t’s just over 50 years since
I first set foot on the Isle of
Skye, and I’ve been going back
every year since. Amazingly, I’m
still finding places I’d not visited
previously, not many, but the odd
corner here or a hidden bay there.
It’s this ability to conceal their
treasures from all but the most
determined that brings a touch of
magic to any visit to the islands
of Scotland.
As the years go by, I’m
increasingly determined to
flush out as many of Scotland’s
hidden island treasures as I can,
from prehistoric settlements

on Shetland and Orkney to the
rugged corries of Arran by way of
the skyscapes of Harris and Lewis
and the bosomy embrace of Mull.
With around 800 islands to go at,
visiting them all is never going to
happen, but I’m happy to return
to old favourites, and tease what
I can from landscapes that over
the years I’ve come to love and
appreciate.
So, over the year I’ll be heading
back to Mull, Orkney, the Outer
Hebrides top to toe, Arran,
Shetland…and I’m sure Skye will
find its way into the list somehow;
it always does.

Contact Terry...
Main Image Lochbuie Bay Inset Image The Ring of Brodgar

telephone 01772 321243
mobile 07766 657421
email countrymatters@gmail.com

Alex Roddie

On top of Europe

I

n 2018, new OWPG member Alex Roddie completed the Grande
Traversée du Mercantour, a long-distance hike in the Maritime
Alps. He published his first feature about this trail in Sidetracked
magazine and has another due in The Great Outdoors. He also
visited the Karwendel Mountains in Austria. In 2019 he plans to
attempt a winter Cape Wrath Trail and, as well as further writing
about his long-distance walks, Alex will be editing several books for
his editorial clients. Alex is available for feature commissions and
editorial work on both books and magazines.

Contact Alex...

email alex@pinnacleeditorial.co.uk
website www.alexroddie.com

PETER NALDRETT

Below the surface
A
fter spending a year exploring
the subterranean treasures
of the United Kingdom, Peter
Naldrett sees his new book released
on March 7 through Bloomsbury.
Days Out Underground contains 50
publicly accessible trips beneath
the surface of the Earth – all of
them ideal for adventure seekers
of all ages. From nuclear bunkers
in remote Scotland to tin mines
in Cornwall, from cathedral-size
potholes in the Yorkshire Dales to
the secret wartime lair of Churchill,

these trips below the surface of
our country tell the story of how
our society and landscape has
developed over thousands of years.
The book is 256 pages long and
illustrated throughout with stunning,
colour photography. Whether it’s
discovering about a mysterious
grotto beneath a castle’s maze,
delving deep to find coal seams or
discovering shelters where a whole
town took refuge during the Blitz,
there’s more underneath your feet
than you realised!

Contact Peter...

email peter.naldrett@talk21.com
website www.peter-naldrett.co.uk
twitter @peternaldrett

Laurence Mitchell

Eastward bound

L

aurence spent part of last summer in Central Asia working on a
fourth edition of his Bradt guidebook to the mountainous republic of
Kyrgyzstan. The new edition will be published in spring 2019. This
winter he is headed to southern India where he will travel extensively in
Kerala and Tamil Nadu states, visiting green backwaters, national parks,
temple cities and tea plantations along the way.

Contact Laurence...
Image Overlooking Song Kul Lake

telephone 01603 614619
email lemit@btinternet.com
blog eastofelveden.wordpress.com
twitter @eastofelveden

D
David Clarke

Walking 1066 Harold’s Way

avid Clarke has just
completed re-walking
and updating the Guide to
Walking 1066 Harold’s Way from
London to Battle, East Sussex.
The walk was inspired by King
Harold’s march to the Battle of
Hastings 1066 and in July 2019
it will feature as Run.1066, an
ultra-marathon over the full 100
miles, run under the auspices of
Beyond Marathon who have also
waymarked the entire route for
both walkers and runners.
1066 Harold’s Way, with its
start at Westminster Abbey,
Central London, continues to
inspire walkers and walking
groups to experience the
‘surprising’ green parks of
South-East London and both

the dramatic Kent Downs and
the almost medieval landscape
of High Weald AONBs en route
to Battle Abbey. With its link to
Hastings Castle, 1066 Harold’s
Way has become a true Capital
to Coast walk.
David is also working on his
popular series of History Walks
books that explore and discover
the rich history of Hastings,
Rye, Battle and 1066 Country.
Each title includes step by step
instructions, maps and are all
public transport friendly. The
two new additions to the list will
be 11: A Walk around Winchelsea
and 12: More Walks around Rye
and both will be available from
March 2019.

Contact David...
Image Loose Village

telephone 01424 425888
mobile 07766 604654
email historywalks@aol.co.uk
website www.1066haroldsway.co.uk
blog www.historywalksblog.wordpress.com

David Taylor

Northern Light
P

hotographer David Taylor has spent the winter
exploring his home county of Northumberland
during the day, and occasionally during the night.
Plans for 2019 include trips to Norfolk, the Shetland
Islands and Morocco. Editors interested in photos
from these trips - or from his image library generally should contact him using the details below.

Contact David...

telephone 01434 607637
telephone 01629 812034
email david@davidtaylorphotography.co.uk
email roly.smith@btconnect.com
website www.davidtaylorphotography.co.uk

