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The Outdoor Writers and Photographers Guild is the only UK-based association 
of media professionals working largely or entirely on outdoor subjects. Our 
members cover every field of activity and all corners of the globe.  They include 
writers, journalists, film makers, photographers, publishers and editors, all with 
a passionate interest in the outdoors. For more visit www.owpg.org.uk 

Editor Stephen Neale
OFeditor@owpg.org.uk
Design Stephen Neale
Cover – Sailing The Solent, off the Isle of 
Wight at the OWPG awards weekend; by 
Stephen Neale

Oh what fun we 
had at the Isle of 
Wight... Members’ 
photo spread.

The Gobster and a 
powerful story of 
loss and recovery. 

Dennis says goodbye.  

p12  The winning entries at the OWPG 2016 Awards for Excellence included this image (above) by Chris Howes (cropped due to 

space). To see Chris’s work in full, visit the awards special digital magazine posted on www.owpg.com .

Editor’s notes
The Gobster told me a story while we were out walking 
the Kent Hills last month.

He retells the tale on page 6. I won’t ruin it for you, other than 
to say it contains something I rarely experience from the many 
books, facebook posts,  magazines and TV programmes that I 
scan each week. The Gobster’s story made me cry. And as a cried, I 
laughed; embarrassed with myself for becoming so emotional as I 
leant on walking poles, while listening through [t]ears.

I heard an interview last month about the USA’s most 
successful podcast. This American Life generates more than 2 
million downloads for each of its weekly episodes. The site editor 

explained that success was based on stories containing two ingredi-
ents: emotion and humour. 

That’s not an easy combination to find. And I’m not going 
to tell you a joke. I’m crap at being funny. I’ll only leave you with 
this. After three years as OF editor, this is my last edition.  David 
Taylor very kindly agreed to take over from December. I’ve mixed 
emotions. Happy and sad. 

Thanks to everyone who keeps OF going by sharing their 
common sense knowledge. Gary Richardson and Ronald Turnbull 
provided the icing to this edition. As for me? I’m off to find a sense 
of humour.  And perhaps, one day, two million teary subscribers.  
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Gary Richardson cameras

I’ve been busy travel-
ling the country working 
on photo assignments 
and guide books over 
the last few months. 

Snowdonia, North York 
Moors, Yorkshire Wolds, Lake 
District, Exmoor and the north-
west coast of Scotland have all 

been visited.  This has involved 
lots of travelling and lugging 
camera equipment around every-
where. At first I was taking both 
DSLR and compact systems with 
me. Mainly because there was 
always that little niggle in the 
back of my mind; maybe I might 
need the 5D for something that 

the compact might not handle. 
In all honesty the 5D hardly ever 
came out of the bag. I think the 
only time it got used was for a 
few night/astro shots, which the 
Canon M isn’t really capable of. 
By the summer my mind was 
made up to ditch the 5D for 
the landscape work. Why? Well 

the quality of the shots that I’d 
taken with the Canon M were 
very much on a par with the 5D. 
Of those I’d exhibited or sold in 
the first half of the year, no one 
could tell the difference. In fact 
when people asked what camera 
I was using and I showed them 
the Canon M, their first reaction 

The King is dead...
long live the King

How DSLRs ran aground on a mirrorless tide

v

Gary Richardson wrote about travelling with a compact camera system to Sweden in 2015. In 
this follow up article, he updates on progress moving over from DSLR to a mirrorless compact. 
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cameras Gary Richardson

was shock. Most people think that you have 
to spend thousands of pounds on the latest 
camera equipment to take great photos. 
From my experience over the last 18 months, 
that isn’t true. What you need is a decent 
camera system and knowledge of how to get 
the best out of it. Then be in the right place at 
the right time to capture the prefect moment. 

The biggest question I faced was do I 
stick with the Canon M system. I said in my 
previous article that the Canon M wasn’t 
the best mirrorless system on the market, 
and that’s still true. The Sony’s and Fuji’s 
are the market leaders in this field. But 
when it came down to practicalities, could 
I justify spending a few thousand pounds 
on changing systems. Was I going to get 
a huge improvement in image quality? 

When it came down to it, I wasn’t 
going to get a massive improvement in 
image quality for ‘general’ landscape 
shots. And they account for the large 
proportion of the shots I take. 

OK, the Canon M range doesn’t 
handle high ISO that well, but I still 
have the 5Ds if I needed that option. 

Another question was full-frame. Did 
I need it?  Again to be honest, I don’t 
think I need it all of the time. I’ve had 
2m wide photo prints done without any 
image quality issues from the Canon M. 

Last year when I wrote the first article, it 
didn’t look like Canon was going to make 
any real developments with the M range. 
And there were only a limited number of 
dedicated lens available. Move on several 
months, and things have changed. There 
is an M5 body coming out, which has the 
new dual-pixel technology that the 5D Mk4 
has. There is also a number of new lenses 
coming onto the market both from Canon 
and third party manufacturers. In the end 
it all came down to costs. I couldn’t justify 
spending so much money on a new system 
for the small benefits I’d get in return. 

My initial plan was to first get the 
11mm-22m wide angle lens for the M body. 
I’d replace my aging filters with the new 
LEE Seven5 ones. But like all good plans, 
they usually end up getting changed. 

I hadn’t planned on upgrading the M body 
until 2017. But with Canon bringing out 
the M5, there were some good deals on the 
M3 bodies. So one was added to my kit bag 
very soon after getting the lens and filters. 

If have to say though the M3 is a huge 
improvement on the M in terms of handling. 
The tilting screen is a big plus for awkward 
angle shots and bright days. Also access to 

the main functions is now via conveniently 
positioned buttons rather than the touch 
screen. Apart from the increase in megapix-
els (25 compared to the 18 for the M) the 
other bonus is the file sizes with the M3. 
They come out at 6000 x 4000 pixels, which 
are actually larger than the ones I get from 
the 5Ds which are only 5616 x 3744 pixels. 

Another nice addition is the built in Wi-
Fi facility on the M3, I had thought about 
getting a Wi-Fi card to allow me to transfer 
images to the tablet when out and about. 

No need now, a simple press of a button 
on the camera and turn on the Canon 
app on the tablet and I have full access 
and remote control of the camera. 

Transferring images takes a few seconds, 
they can then be loaded into Lightroom, 
which I have installed on the tablet, pro-
cessed and then uploaded to social media 
from anywhere I have a 4G or Wi-Fi signal. 
The wonders of modern technology!

The only real niggle I’ve got is with the 
batteries, for some reason Canon have 
decided to use a new battery, that is almost 
identical to the one in the M, apart from its 
2mm bigger. Which means having to carry 
two sets of batteries/chargers on trips. 
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KIT
All of this, apart from the tripod, now 

gets thrown into a Lowe Alpine 18 litre 
shoulder bag, which has padded camera 
inserts to hold everything. That leaves me 
enough space for anything else I might need. 

It weighs in at around 3kg excluding 
the tripod, which – when compared to 
around 12kg for the old bag with my 
DSLR gear – is a huge improvement. 
Also with a shoulder bag it’s not so 
obvious I’m carrying camera gear. 

Moving on from here, I will be replac-
ing my 5Ds with M5s over the next 12 to 
18 months. They have done a sterling job, 
but are six years old and need updating. 

The cost of the 5D Mk4 is getting 
silly: £3600 just for the bodies. 

The M5s are only around £1,000. If 
I add a lens mount adapter for the EF 
lenses, I have to ask myself if it is worth 
it for the photography work that I do.

All of the images with this article have 
been taken on the Canon M3 and the 
11-22mm lens, over the last three months.

None of this will suit everyone’s needs. 
But I highly recommend  look-

ing at mirrorless camera systems to 
see what they can do for you. 

They are likely to be the fu-
ture of digital photography.

 

l Canon M3 body with 11-22mm lens
l Canon M body with 15-55mm lens (as a back-up
l 3 battery packs for each camera (plus chargers for 
multiday trips)
l IR remote control + spare batteries (for the M)
l Lens pens and a couple of micro fibre cloths for 
cleaning
l Slik Sprint Pro II tripod with a 3 way pan/tilt head – 
this is a great small compact travel tripod, which folds 

down to 47cm in length, and fits easily onto side of a 
rucksack and weighs in at roughly 1kg
l Several spare SD memory cards, mix of 8GB and 
16GB
l LEE Seven5 filter system, comprising of filter holder, 
adapter rings
l LEE Big Stopper and 0.9 and 0.6 ND soft grads. (this 
system will be added to in time with more hard and solid 
ND’s)

CAPTIONS: (Page 3) Ben Nevis from Corpach, (P04 clockwise) Sunrise at Kelly Hall Tarn; Crowne 
Plaza Hote; High Cup Nick, Cumbria, (P04 bottom) Gary and dog in Teesdale, (P05 clockwise) 
The Black Cullins and Allt Dearg Cottage, Isle of Skye; Loch Oich, the Great Glen; Glen Coe, (P05 
bottom) High Cup Nick, Cumbria.

Gary Richardson cameras
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The Gobster
A mother’s face

 Part of Kev’s speech at the unveiling of the Weald House Memorial on October 30, 2016

stories Kev Reynolds 

Being gobby in public some-
times reaps far greater re-
wards than a mere fee…

In the Second World War Crockham 
Hill – my home among the Kentish hills 
for more than 40 years – was under the 
direct route of Hitler’s bombers. The Battle 
of Britain was fought in the skies above, 
spearheaded by young fighter pilots from 
Biggin Hill, just six miles to the north. 
When doodlebugs were launched from 
sites across the Channel, thousands of 
these V1 flying bombs screeched over 
the village – all heading for London. 

So it is bizzare that Crockham Hill was 
chosen by London County Council as 
a suitable place for evacuees. One of the 
large houses, standing almost on the crest 
of the hill, was taken over as a children’s 
home and nursery until, that is, it was 
severely damaged by incendiaries and all the 
children and the staff looking after them, 

were moved to Weald House nearby.

Three months later, in the early hours of 
Friday June 30, 1944, a doodlebug carrying a 
ton of explosives and flying at 400mph, was 
hit by anti-aircraft fire. Flying out of control 
it glanced off a tree and landed directly on 
the newly-sited children’s home, killing eight 
adults and 22 infants and young children, 
and savagely maiming several others. It was 
Kent’s worst wartime loss of civilian life in 
a single incident. By a miracle one two-year 
old child had contracted measles and was put 
in quarantine elsewhere, while his mother, 
working at the home, was one of the victims.

Adopted and brought up in Northum-
bria, Peter was 47 before he learned of his 
mother’s death, and there began a quest to 
find someone who had known her. Even-
tually his enquiries brought him to Kent. 
There I met him and his wife and became 
involved in their search for his mother’s face. 

One evening I was giving a talk in Dart-
ford, during which I mentioned that I lived in 
Crockham Hill. Afterwards a woman in the 

audience approached me to say: ‘I worked 
in Crockham Hill during the war – at the 
children’s home. Kath Inwood, you say? Of 
course I remember her – and her little boy 
Peter. I wonder what happened to him…’ 

I could have hugged her. In 
fact, I do believe I did.

Peter and his wife once more travelled 
south. It was an emotional meeting with 
Emmie Norris who was able to describe 
her good friend Kath as ‘a very pretty 
petite lady with very dark hair and lovely 
brown eyes. She was always laughing,’ 
she said, ‘and adored her baby son’. 

Six years later, another fortuitous twist 
of fate produced a photograph of Kath and 
Peter taken less than five weeks before the 
doodlebug changed his life for ever. Found 
between the pages of a bible given to a 
neighbour of one of his mother’s cousins, a 
note written on the back says simply: Kath 
killed in enemy action on 30th June 1944.

Proof at last of his mother’s face.

It’s ironic that during the war Edenbridge children 
were evacuated to a ‘safer’ part of the country, while 
those from London were brought to Crockham Hill – 
here, on a German bombers’ route to the capital.

In the Blitz, German bombs rained down on London and the 
fierce light of blazing buildings could be clearly seen from the 
village, while the Battle of Britain was being fought in the skies 
above Crockham Hill and right across the Weald, spearheaded by 
those brave young fighter pilots from Biggin Hill whom Churchill 
called ‘the few’.    When that phase of the war ended, Oliver Field-
ing Clark, Crockham Hill’s vicar at the time, reported that the 
middle years of the conflict were comparatively quiet in the parish, 
although ‘some people in a harvest field were machine-gunned 
one day by a low-flying enemy aircraft, but fortunately no-one 
was hit.’ On another occasion a Nazi bomber dived through the 
clouds heading towards the centre of the village, but at the last 
moment it turned away and released its bombs on East Grinstead.

This period of peace came to an abrupt end in June 1944 when, 
just a week after Allied troops landed in France on D-Day, Hitler 
launched his secret weapon – the V1 flying bomb; also known 
as the buzz-bomb or doodlebug. Thousands of them – pilotless 
missiles 25 feet long, with a single fin and a jet of orange flame, 

flying at around 400mph with a fuselage carrying a ton of ex-
plosives, all aimed at London from sites across the Channel. 

They made a rasping sound which rose and fell with a most un-
pleasant rhythm’, wrote Fielding Clark. “When their engines cut out 
they fell and exploded and they were all timed to cut out over Lon-
don. They seemed to come over about every twenty minutes, and we 
were soon able to identify the various routes which crossed the par-
ish… One … went right over the vicarage, immediately over the front-
door step. As the attacks went on almost continuously day and night 
we used to sleep in the cellars where at least the noise was deadened.”

In an attempt to protect the capital from this onslaught, a huge 
arc (or screen) of barrage balloons was raised across the Weald until 
the sky seemed to be full of large aluminium-coloured sausages.

 Great ‘silver blobs’ they were, ‘ whose fins rippled in the 
breeze’ as someone described them; scores of them tethered with 
cables which, it was hoped, would catch or deflect the doodle-
bugs and bring them down on open ground. Since the height 
at which the V1 flew could be varied, the balloons would be 
raised and lowered by sweating crews who lived in tents, their 
supply trucks parked nearby. Crockham Hill had its fair share 
of these, and its share of successes too.  Spitfires and Typhoons 
were also used to chase and shoot the doodlebugs down. 

›
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Kev Reynolds stories

In the warm early hours of Friday June 30 1944 a young 
Crockham Hill woman was returning home from a stint of 
fire-watching at Little Court, when she heard the dreaded 
sound of a V1 flying low – ‘proceeding in a fast fairly flat glide’. 
Suddenly it caught a thermal and rose with flak coming up 
all around it from an anti-aircraft battery at Four Elms. 

Then a cheer could be heard far off in the still night air as the 
doodlebug was hit. The engine cut out as the flying bomb went out 
of control... at 3.37am a mighty explosion was heard as the doodle-
bug fell on one of Crockham Hill’s highest buildings. Standing on 
an exposed site just west of Froghole Corner, Weald House was 

destroyed in an instant. Weald House, to which the LCC nursery 
had been moved following the fire which badly damaged Little 
Mariners only three months earlier, was now also a blazing ruin. 

In it, eight adults and 22 children lost their lives, the young-
est of whom were only six months old.  It was Kent’s worst 
incident of civilian loss of life in the six years of war.  One 
small child whose mother, Catherine Inwood, was num-
bered among the dead, escaped the tragedy by having mea-
sles and was being looked after elsewhere, in quarantine.  

May all those who perished and are remem-
bered on this stone, continue to rest in peace. 
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cover OWPG

The Isle of Wight proved to one 
of our most successful AGM week-
ends. And so many thank you’s:–
Wightlink Ferries for their tre-
mendous support in getting 
us on – and off the island. 
Frank and Kate Cope and their 
wonderful team at Medina Val-
ley Centre for looking after us so 
admirably over the weekend. 
The staff of Tacktisle Adventures 
and Isle of Wight Adventure Ac-
tivities who provided tasters of 
the exciting range adventure ac-

tivities offered on the island. 
Thanks to Steve Minshull, Chris Cole-
man and the team at Island Brewery 
for supplying our liquid refreshment 
over the weekend and an entertaining 
insight into how their beer is brewed.
Kathryn Wilson and her team at the 
National Trust who led a superb walk 
around the Newton Nature Reserve 
and then on to reveal the history 
of the Old Battery as well as open-
ing the Island’s properties to us. 
Bryn Jones and his team from 
English Heritage who arranged 

visits to Osborne House 
and Carisbrooke Castle.
Also to Visit Isle of Wight for their 
suggestions in putting together 
the various events throughout. 
Huge thanks to our own members 
who contributed to the weekend: 
Jon Sparks and Jacquie Budd for 
organising Saturday’s Professional 
Development sessions, and particu-
larly Ronald Turnbull who taught us 
how to create an ebook. Best wishes 
to Oli Reed of Viewranger who 
intended contributing to the after-

Al’ wight at 
OWPG 2016
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OWPG cover

noon’s self-publishing symposium, 
but his van broke down on the way.
Thanks again to Ronald Turnbull 
and also Andrew Jenkinson for 
leading an informative ‘geology in 
the landscape’ walk around Alum 
Bay and onto the Needles peninsula. 

And not least to Dave Ramshaw for 
administering the Awards and putting 
together Saturday’s slide show.
And finally, a huge thank you to 
Dennis Kelsall who managed and 
organised the entire weekend. 
A reminder that it would be ap-

preciated if anyone placing a 
resultant feature would also send 
all the details and information to 
Wightlink (Sophy Norris- sophy.
norris@flagshipconsulting.co.uk) 
and Visit Isle of Wight (Sue Em-
merson - sue@visitwight.org).
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cover OWPG
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OWPG cover 

The sun shone for all three days. We en-
joyed bushcraft, bikes, walks and talks. 
Among ways of floating on the ocean, there’s 
one that seems sillier than most, writes 
Ronald Turnbull. It involves standing on 
a plank, waggling an extra long paddle 
down below your toes. Paddleboarding. 

Sea kayaking with Isle of Wight Adventure 
Activities (Freshwater Bay) meant we entered ‘narrow 
cave way’ into the chalk chamber: two low entrances 
looking out to sea, greenish rock walls converging to 
a high dark ceiling, a floor of off-white boulders, sea 
waves and noise. Thanks to www.tackt-isle.co.uk at 
Bembridge for paddle boarding and isleofwightad-
ventureactivities.co.uk for the kayaks. And for next 
year’s owpg weekend – well, I’m already signing 
up for the upsidedown pogo-stick instruction.
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awards OWPG

Outdoor Book   – sponsored by OWPG
Won by Chris Townsend, for Out There, published by Sandstone Press.
“A thoroughly engaging account of the author’s lifelong involvement with the great 
outdoors,” said judges Chris Bagshaw and Mark Whitley. “The people and places that 
have inspired him, and his passion for wild places.”
Highly Commended: Kev Reynolds, for Abode of the Gods, published by Cicerone.

Guidebook – sponsored by Aquapac International
  
Won by Max Landsberg and Jacquetta Megarry, for Trek to Everest, published by Ruck-
sack Readers. Judges Chris Bagshaw and Mark Whitley said: “A disarmingly simple 
and credible guide, packing in as much information in its 80 pages as many books 
will bloat out in over 200. The quirky format matches maps to words and pictures in 
a straightforward way, rendering this classic trekking expedition believably do-able.” 
Highly commended: Vivienne Crow, Wales Coast Path: Pembrokeshire, published by 
Northern Eye Books.

 Technical Feature – sponsored by Cicerone Press
Won by Chris Townsend, for Hydration: water filters & purifiers & water containers, pub-
lished by TGO.  Judges were  Carlton Reid and Elizabeth Multon. Highly Commended: 
Ronald Turnbull, VAT, published by Outdoor Focus.

Outdoor/Travel Feature – sponsored by Pathfinder Ordnance 
Survey 
Won by Judy Armstrong, for Land of the Crusades, published by France Magazine. 
Judges Carlton Reid and Elizabeth Multon said: “Judy has natural flare as a writer and 
her work has precious few cliches.” Highly Commended: James Forrest, Australia’s Top 
Trek, published by Adventure Travel. 

Digital Award – sponsored by Cordee
 
Two winners were Terry Abraham for his film Life of a Mountain: Blencathra produced for 
BBC Four, and Stephen Neale for www.wildessex.com
Judges Craig Wareham and Lois Sparling said of Terry’s film: “The film is simply 
tremendous and a very worth award winner. Terry has almost created a blueprint for 
using digital that others may want to try to follow.” Of Stephen’s website: “Technically 
basic and quaintly old fashioned, the information is genuinely useful and engaging re-
source. Commended: Rob Yorke for his blog and Kieron Gribbon for High Point Ireland.

Photography – sponsored by Pàramo
Won by Chris Howes, for A Day in Bridge Cave.
Judge Dave Willis said: “Chris’s images show a technical mastery of camera and 
lighting technique. Judge Ashley Cooper said: “I’ve been down hundreds of caves 
in my time, many of them a lot more interesting  looking than Bridge Cave, but what 
Chris has achieved here really makes me want to go and explore the cave.” Highly 
Commended: David Forster for a portfolio of Weather Photography.
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Chairman Dennis bows out

Obituary: Barbara Waghorn (1933-2016) 

OWPG news

Older members will remember the 
impish grin and warm, Lancashire 
burr of Barbara Waghorn, former vice 
chairman Tom Waghorn’s wife and 
constant companion on many AGM 
weekends and facility trips.

Barbara, who died aged 82 in November, 
was a native of the milltown of Ramsbottom 
and like Tom, a keen birdwatcher with the 
Manchester Field Club. 

They were great travellers, and in their 
44 years together, visited 30 countries from 
Trinidad to South Africa.

They met through a shared interest in 
the mountains and climbing, particularly 

in the Lake District and Snowdonia. They 
spent their honeymoon in April, 1972, in the 
snow-covered Highlands of Scotland. 

It was a time when Amazing Grace was 
top of the hit parade, and that moving 18th 
century Methodist hymn was sung at her 
funeral, which was attended by vice-president 
and former chairman Roly Smith and former 
chairman Dennis Kelsall with their wives, Val 
and Jan.    Minister Sally Thornton said at the 
well-attended service: “I can’t think of two 
people who were made for each other like 
Tom and Barbara Waghorn. 

To find soulmates was a unique blessing 
for both of them.”

Pertex presented with OWPG Derryck Draper Award
Steve Laycock, Brand Director of Pertex, re-
ceived the OWPG’s Derryck Draper Award for 
technical excellence on November 2.

Dennis Kelsall, former Chairman of the Guild presented the 
prize at The Bowland Brewery, Clitheroe. This is the second time 
that Pertex have been presented the award, the first being in 1999.

Pertex fabrics with CS10 technology use yarns with unique 
diamond shaped filaments, which lock together to provide 
a very stable construction. These tightly interlocking fila-
ments give the fabric superb abrasion resistance along with 
improved water beading properties. Guild judges described 
Pertex CS10 technology fabric as ‘truly ground breaking’.

Dennis Kelsall retired as Chairman after more than 
21 years with the Guild, at the 2016 AGM. Ronald 
Turnbull made the presentation. Jon Sparks provide 
words on the evening. 

He said:  “I think most members know pretty well just how 
massive Dennis’s contribution to the Guild has been. 

“No-one who’s been to even one AGM weekend can be in 
any doubt how much work is required to plan and execute these 
events, but he’s also at various times combined this with roles 
such as Treasurer, Membership Secretary and, most recently, 
Chairman.  Without him, I’m quite sure the Guild wouldn’t be in 
the healthy state it’s in today. 

“In fact we might not even have a Guild at all.”
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maps Ronald Turnbull

Map Happy
Ronald Turnbull charts a course through OS mapping

With today’s modern media, it’s not just writing and walking about in the hills. It’s photography. And photo edit-
ing. And page layout. And design. And it’s also map sketching, and the unravelling of copyright permissions.

This summer I got a pleasing commission from a place called Higham Hall which does adult eduction hotel-type holidays at the top 
end of Bassenthwaite Lake. A booklet of a dozen walks – and I didn’t just get to explore a newish bit of Lakeland, but also do the design 
stuff as well. No more interference from editors and publishers: the clunky layouts and poor font choices would all be my very own.

Ten years ago, the maps  would have been a big hassle. Either laboriously copy from out-of-copyright map-
ping from the 1950s. Or else, negotiate a complex OS fee system that might double the production cost of the book-
let. Things have now got a whole lot less complicated. With the help of an owpg forum posting (and thanks here 
to Carl Rogers and George Martin) I explored, and priced up, no fewer than five mapping options.

1. Old style sketch-mapping

For the book’s overview map, I downloaded out-of-copyright one-inch OS mapping from the 1950s, and traced 
over it using Adobe Illustrator. I’m lucky enough to own, and still be able to run, 10-year-old Illustrator 10, so don’t 
need to pay the current Adobe Creative Suite rental charge. Much cheaper drawing programs are available, and will 
do just as good a job. (Adobe Photoshop will also do it, but in a very clumsy and uncomfortable way.)

The only detail that needed updating was the A66 road, built in the early 70s. Luckily it’s built along the former rail-
way: a railway that was on the map in 1945. I can make the resulting map look exactly how I want - including con-
tour colours to match my overall look. But this one map took nearly a day to do. And it wouldn’t do for detail mapping at 
1:50,000 scale. Not enough detail, woodlands and stuff well out of date, and would take me far too long to do.

Cost: £0
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Ronald Turnbull maps

 

2. OS 1:50,000 Landranger

I priced this up via Manchester mapping company Dorrigo (www.dorrigo.co.uk; thanks to Carl Rogers on the fo-
rum for this useful contact). For supplying an OS licence they quoted £0.0004 per 1km grid square per copy. I told them 
which 10km grid squares I needed, they sent high-res tiff files, and when the book was laid out I told them how many kilo-
metre squares I’d used. I enlarged the Landranger a bit for extra clarity as my paper wasn’t going to be super glossy.

Cost (169 grid squares, print run 500): £33.80 + VAT.

3. OS 1:25,000 Explorer

From Dorigo, £0.0025 per 1km grid square. Considerably more ex-
pensive. And, to be legible, Explorer mapping needs to be at actual 
size or larger, meaning the book would have needed more pages.

Cost (169 grid squares, print run 500): £211.25 + VAT.

4. Harvey ‘Superwalker’

1:25,000 mapping, but very clear and legible as it started life as a 
blowup of their 1:40,000 Walkers Map. This means it can be scaled 
down by 35% to save space, while retaining clarity. Shows field bound-
aries. It would have been my first choice, but cost ruled it out.

Cost (based on 150 grid squares): £310

5. Harvey ‘British Mountain Map’

1:40,000 mapping, so I would have used it at actual size or a 
bit larger. (I don’t have this map for the Lake District so the ex-
tract shown is from near Loch Lomond.) No field boundaries.

Cost (based on 150 grid squares): £205
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6. Opendata

A long shot. With a lot of fiddling around I could download this for about £10, or get 
high-res tiffs sent by Mr Thorn, but the licensing is obscure. Being based partly on Open-
streetmap it’s not licensed for resale, only for free distribution. So you probably can’t use it 
in a book with a price tag. It’s designed for tablets and phones, and would need to be larger 
than the (effectively) 1:40,000 scale I’m using here. (Mapping compiled by John Thorn 
www.the-thorns.org.uk/mapping/oso.html; thanks to David Stewart on the forum)

Cost: £10 for any amount of reproduction.

7. OS opendata miniscale 

And finally, one I made earlier. The OS offers its opendata miniscale, at 1:1,000,000 scale, free. It’s in tiff for-
mat, but also in Illustrator CS and editable eps. I downloaded the huge Illustrator file and edited it quite a lot: elim-
inating national parks, restyling fonts, adding extra towns and my own symbols for battles and castles. The map of 
the Scottish Borders, for printing over the endpapers of a coffee-table book, took about a day to create. 

Cost: £0

Remain open minded to the living nature of the land, says Laurence Main
     The Man

You may think you know about this country and its 
landscape. But have you come across Hamish Miller?

He was one of the most remarkable men I’ve met. 
Described in his biography, Hamish Miller – a Life 
Divined, by Nigel Twinn, as ‘Britain’s best known – and 
certainly best loved-dowser’, his works can open your 
mind to the living nature of this land. Whether you 
believe in that or not, it is well worth being aware of 
Hamish’s ideas when writing your next guide book.

Hamish’s ideas came to the fore when, in 1982, 
he  suffered a near death experience during a major 
operation in hospital. Hamish – who was a successful 
business man at the time – decided to leave this all 
behind to become a dowser. He wrote a remarkable 
trilogy of earth energy travelogues, describing the 
straight leys and serpent-like earth currents he dowsed 

running through the land. Hamish privileged me with 
his company when I backpacked, dowsed and dreamt 
in sacred sites for 40 days and 549 miles in 2009/10 
from Carn les Boel, in Cornwall, to Hapton-on-Sea, 
in Norfolk.  He revealed his latest dowsing results 
to me near the start, when I reached St Michael’s 
Mount. I was still walking through Devon when I 
heard that Hamish had died (on 25 January, 2010).

Hamish wrote many books and appeared on 
television programmes. I especially recommend 
his autobiographical, It’s Not Too Late (1998). 

There’s much research filed away in it, in-
cluding on page 135 ‘Black Mick’, the ley 
linking London with Barmouth. 

Such may open your eyes to just exactly what 
your footpath may lead you through at times.

Main

maps Ronald Turnbull


